
The Alabama State Department of Education (ALSDE) released its list
of Failing Schools as mandated by the Alabama Accountability Act (AAA) 
on Thursday, November 10, 2022.

This is one tool used to measure school performance in Alabama.
In grades 3 through 8, the state measures student performance on the 
Alabama Comprehensive Assessment Program (ACAP). In high school,
the state uses the ACT, mandated by law for students in the 11th grade. 

Schools scoring in the bottom 6% on these tests, when compared to other 
public schools in Alabama, are considered failing. The state’s list does not 
take into account academic growth, attendance, graduation rates
or progress made in English language proficiency. ALSDE will release
the A-F Report Cards later this year, which take into account several 
factors beyond test scores.

A majority of schools in Birmingham City Schools showed progress overall 
in 2022. Seven schools worked their way off the list released on
Thursday, a 35 percent decrease over the past three years. 

Scholars in Birmingham City Schools are more than a score. Their achievement is a comprehensive combination 
of effort, progress and mastery of skills and lessons taught daily by a dedicated team of BCS educators. BCS 
will continue providing all students with high-quality instruction in every school, in every classroom, for every 
student, every day.

In Birmingham City Schools we focus on the whole student. We provide family support, and we equip our 
students with the technology and other tools to propel them forward.  Our school district reduced the number
of schools on the state’s list this year, and this trend will continue until there are no BCS schools included.

Because of their academic progress four schools on the Governor’s List of turnaround schools -- Brown 
Elementary, Hemphill Elementary, Booker T. Washington K-8 and West End Academy – worked their way 
off of the failing schools list, as well as Hudson K-8 and Putnam and Jones Valley Middle schools.  

BCS has been intentional and strategic in its efforts to ensure academic progress for all students
This includes high dosage tutoring, an increase in classroom aides, increased use of technology
and community partnerships to address early literacy. 

While several schools worked their way off of the state’s list, four schools were added – Parker High 
School, Arrington Elementary, Central Park Elementary, and Inglenook K-8. We will not be satisfied 
with this annual list until there are no BCS schools included. We have opportunities to improve 
student performance on the ACT. We also have clear plans for continued improvement in our 
elementary and middle school grades. 
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In Birmingham City 
Schools we focus on 
the whole student. 
We provide family 
support and we equip 
our students with
the technology and 
other tools to propel 
them forward.

“

”-– DR. MARK SULLIVAN
SUPERINTENDENT,
 BIRMINGHAM CITY 
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